
This month marks the one-year anniversary of when schools nation-
wide closed due to COVID-19. I am extremely proud of how our school 
district and community have responded. This year has revealed so 
many local heroes who have stepped up to face this crisis head-on. 

In the months leading up to the start of the 2020-2021 school 
year, there was enormous uncertainty about whether schools could 
safely return to in-person learning. With staff and students pulling 
together to make sure we have a safe learning environment, not 
only have we returned to in-person, but our students are thriving. 

There has not been a positive case of COVID with a DK staff 
member or student in over two months. This is in spite of many of our 
Elementary and Middle School students who were online for first se-
mester returning to in-person instruction for second semester. About 
33% of our teachers are already vaccinated, and in the coming weeks, 
the Health Department will be coming to administer vaccines to staff 
who want it, but have not yet had the opportunity ot get it.

Our students are doing a great job of following the protocols we 
have in each of our buildings, mitigating the risk of infection. We have 
seen the number of flu and cold cases drop dramatically this year too. 

Academically, our students are performing better than expect-
ed after losing months of in-person instruction last year. We re-
cently conducted NWEA testing for the second time this school  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

year, measuring how much students have grown since the  

beginning of the year. Students in Kindergarten through Eleventh 
Grade were tested in Math and Reading. 

In 14 of those 24 tests, students grew more than the national aver-
age. Our Kindergarten students grew more in Math and Reading than 
99% of other students in the nation! Several other categories were 
over the 80th percentile, including Second Grade Reading, Fourth 
Grade Math, Fifth Grade Reading and Math, Sixth Grade Math, Sev-
enth Grade Math, Ninth Grade Math, and Eleventh Grade Reading!

The bottom line is that in the face of challenging circumstances 
past, present, and future, DK Schools continue to pursue excel-
lence in all that we do.

As we look toward the end of this school year, we are planning 
what important end-of-year events like graduation and prom will 
look like. Our goal is to have them as close to “normal” as possi-
ble, while still following current pandemic orders. 

We are also looking ahead to what next school year will look 
like. Although we don’t know what the pandemic situation will be 
next year, we hope to keep class sizes smaller than normal, and 
our heightened cleaning protocols in place. 

Our hope is that next school year will look more like normal. Regard-
less, DKS will be ready to lead our students to continued success!
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 OvercOming challenges: 
reflectiOns frOm superintendent cOrlett 

 

On the brink of a year since schools first shut down, Delton Kellogg 
Schools and our community have many reasons to be proud

Students in Connie High’s 
Biology class work on a 

dialysis lab

http://www.dkschools.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDATgM4h5stBUX31a8nBOaw?fbclid=IwAR3S-jMlkJ0VzAOfA1Kn_1hav4pfAnt0yfFwiq8JnvfjQEgLrkfFSjBr4vI
mailto:jennifer.sinclair%40dkschools.org?subject=Bass%20Club%20Information


 

Elementary Kicks off March is Reading Month With a Calendar Full of Fun Festivities
March is Reading Month, and DKES is really getting into the spirit! Students are encouraged to join in by 
participating in a multitude of dress up days and special events each day this month. Some of the celebra-
tions include Read My Hat Day, Read With a Flashlight Day, a bookmark making contest, among many 
others. A full calendar is available on the Elementary website.

In addition to the spirit days, DKES is taking a different approach to Family Literacy Night this year. Rath-  
 er than hosting the traditional on-campus event, staff will record a Storytime to be shared on the  
 district Facebook page each night. Later in March, they’ll go head-to-head. Families will be  
             able to vote  for their favorite story and reader with a form to be posted at that time.
 The 4,000 Minute Reading Challenge is still going strong, with second grader  

Madilynn Oom (pictured) running away with the lead at 7,235 minutes read. A total 
of 4 students have surpassed the 4,000 minute mark, but it’s not too late to join in! 

Students can log their minutes on a form linked to the DKES webpage. 
To cap off the festivities, about 25 third and fourth graders will be participating in this 
year’s Battle of the Books. Each participating student is responsible for reading at least 

4 of the 6 books selected for the Battle. Stu- dents are then placed on teams for the 
competition, tentatively sched- uled for March 31st. All participants will 

receive a                                                                                                                                                       medal for their dedicated reading, and   
 DK PIE will reward each of the students   
 on the winning team with a $10 gift card.

 

Eighth Grader Exemplifies Character Traits
Each month, DK Schools focus on a particular 
character trait, such as responsibility, integrity, kindness, 
and respect. Eighth Grader Kegan Chappell recently 
demonstrated his strength of character by volunteering 
to help refresh the fish tank in the Middle School Office. 
Using his expertise of fish, Kegan assisted MS Secretary 
Debbie Hotchkiss in selecting replacement fish for 
color and balance as more aggressive species were 
removed. He also helped get the tank cleaned up and 
running smoothly. Way to show Panther Pride, Kegan!

Duke and Duchess Crowned in Winterfest Livestream
DKHS Student Council got creative with this year’s Winterfest assembly, 
coordinating a livestream event full of shenanigans and skill. Both the 
Senior Kickline and the Drumline performed, and the friendly competition 
between the classes wrapped up with a battle between two senior 
pairs (pictured, from left), with Emily Martin and Logan Cross besting 
Gavin Houtkooper and Chloe Colwell (not pictured) in a whipped cream 
and Cheeto crown-building contest to win the Winterfest games. The 
ceremony culminated with the crowning of Gavin Houtkooper and  
Evelyn Zettelmaier as this year’s Winterfest Duke and Duchess. 
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Around the Campus 
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Seventh Graders work on an independent 
assignment in Social Studies. 

Sophomores pose with Parapro Patty Weck as 
WinterFest Week kicks off with White Out Day.
Kindergarteners enjoy the fresh air at recess.

Eighth Graders work on problem solving in Math.  

4th Graders Go Global with Dance for Kindness 

 

A worldwide flashmob has come to Delton, and a 
group of fourth graders have chosen to take part. These 
dedicated students spend some of their recess time 
with Guidance Counselor Jamie Simspon, learning the 
moves to a new dance routine. They then join together 
over Zoom with people all over the world, all simultane-
ously performing a Dance for Kindness each month. 
These fourth graders get a great active goal to aim for,  a 
true window to the world, and are growing into inspiring 
role models of kindness. Great work, fourth graders!

Follies Spreads Laughter Near and Far 
A last minute postponement due to snow was no obstacle to 
the students and staff that made this year’s Follies possible- 
they’d already demonstrated their perserverance by adapt-
ing to Covid guidelines. The show was presented virtually via 
a Facebook Livestream, and can be watched anytime on the 
District’s Facebook page. The show, presented by seniors Gavin 
Houtkooper and Jerry Rose, featured performances by the 
Drumline (below), skits and songs by members of the senior 
class, and the 2021 Kickline. Congrats on a job well done, seniors!
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